
Part III
Farmers’ rights

FA
O

/G
. B

iz
za

rr
i



12

Part III

Farmers’ rights

Article 9 - Farmers’ Rights

9.1 The Contracting Parties recognize the enormous contribution that the local and indige-
nous communities and farmers of all regions of the world, particularly those in the centres 
of origin and crop diversity, have made and will continue to make for the conservation 
and development of plant genetic resources which constitute the basis of food and agri-
culture production throughout the world. 

9.2 The Contracting Parties agree that the responsibility for realizing Farmers’ Rights, as they 
relate to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, rests with national govern-
ments. In accordance with their needs and priorities, each Contracting Party should, as 
appropriate, and subject to its national legislation, take measures to protect and promote 
Farmers’ Rights, including:

a) protection of traditional knowledge relevant to plant genetic resources for food and 
agriculture;
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b) the right to equitably participate in sharing benefits arising from the utilization of 
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture; and

c) the right to participate in making decisions, at the national level, on matters related 
to the conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agri-
culture.

9.3 Nothing in this Article shall be interpreted to limit any rights that farmers have to save, 
use, exchange and sell farm-saved seed/propagating material, subject to national law and 
as appropriate.  
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