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1. The European Law Students' Association (ELSA) requested, by letter of February 22, 2016, the 
granting of observer status to the Council and the Administrative and Legal Committee (CAJ).  A copy of the 
letter is contained in Annex I. 
 
2. The “Rules Governing the Granting of Observer Status to States, Intergovernmental Organizations 
and International Non-Governmental Organizations in UPOV Bodies” (Granting Rules) (see 
http://www.upov.int/edocs/infdocs/en/upov_inf_19_1.pdf) provide that the Consultative Committee is 
responsible for deciding which international non-governmental organizations should be granted observer 
status to the Council and the CAJ (see document UPOV/INF/19/1, paragraph 2(a)(ii) and (c)(ii)). 
 
3. The Granting Rules (see document UPOV/INF/19/1, paragraph 3(a) and (b)) provide that the following 
procedure should be followed by an organization wishing to obtain observer status: 

 
“(a) In the first instance, the head of the organization should send a letter to the Secretary-General of 
UPOV requesting the granting of observer status to the Council and, if appropriate, to the CAJ, the TC 
and/or the TWPs. 
 
“(b) The letter should contain a brief description of the organization’s objectives, activities, structure and 
membership and:  for intergovernmental organizations, a copy of the constituent treaty; and for international 
non-governmental organizations a copy of the statutes.” 

 
4. The letter from the President of ELSA to the Secretary-General of UPOV is presented in Annex I.  
The Statutes and Standing Orders of ELSA are reproduced in Annex II (in English only). 
 
5. The Granting Rules provide the following (see document UPOV/INF/19/1, paragraph 2): 
 

“The granting of observer status to intergovernmental and international non-governmental organizations is 
reserved to those organizations with competence in areas of direct relevance in respect of matters 
governed by the UPOV Convention.  The constituent treaty for intergovernmental organizations and the 
statutes for international non-governmental organizations will form the basis to determine that competence. 
[F]” 

 
6. The Consultative Committee is invited to 
consider the request of ELSA for the granting of 
observer status to the Council and the CAJ. 
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