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OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
1. The Working Group on a Possible International System of Cooperation (WG-ISC) held its second 
meeting in Geneva on April 5, 2017, under the chairmanship of the Vice Secretary-General of UPOV.  The 
list of participants is reproduced in the Annex to this report. 
 
2. The meeting was opened by the Chair, who welcomed the participants. 
 
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
3. The WG-ISC adopted the agenda as presented in document UPOV/WG-ISC/2/1. 
 
 
ANALYSIS OF ISSUES IN RELATION TO “NEEDS OF PVP OFFICES” 
 
4. The WG-ISC considered document UPOV/WG-ISC/2/2, Annex I. 
 
 
DUS Examination 
 
Needs of PVP Offices 
 
5. The WG-ISC agreed to: 
 

(a) add capacity-building in DUS examination as a need of PVP Offices; 
 
(b) broaden the scope of “Needs of PVP Offices” identified in document UPOV/WG-ISC/2/2, 

Annex I, item (ii) to cover the “Needs of PVP Offices” for use and exchange of DUS reports in accordance 
with their policy;  and 

 
(c) organize a presentation by the Office of the Union and the Chairperson of the Technical 

Committee (TC) at the third meeting of the WG-ISC on existing arrangements for DUS cooperation and the 
results of the TC survey on cooperation in DUS examination. 
 

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10 “International system of cooperation” 
 
6. The WG-ISC agreed that some of the issues were not of a high priority and/or were not feasible in the 
short/medium-term but agreed to retain all issues for the time being, as far as they were within the terms of 
reference of the WG-ISC. 
 
7. In relation to Issue 9(a), the WG-ISC agreed that it would be useful to consider whether quality 
assurance systems introduced by individual members of the Union (without UPOV involvement) could 
facilitate cooperation in DUS examination. 
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8. The WG-ISC agreed to organize presentations, at its third meeting, by members of the WG-ISC on 
existing quality assurances systems in members of the Union. 
 
 
Novelty 
 
Needs of PVP Offices 
 
9. The WG-ISC agreed to organize presentations at its third meeting: 
 

(a) by the Office of the Union:  on key elements in the explanatory notes on novelty and the role of 
the PLUTO database;  and 

 
(b) by members of the WG-ISC:  on examples of the implementation of the novelty provisions. 

 

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10 
 
10. The WG-ISC agreed that consideration of a preliminary observation office would not be a priority. 
 
 
Priority 
 
Needs of PVP Offices 
 
11. The WG-ISC agreed to organize presentations at its third meeting: 
 

(a) by the Office of the Union:  on key elements in the explanatory notes on priority;  and 
 
(b) by members of the WG-ISC:  on experiences in the implementation of the priority provisions, 

including determination of the date of the first application. 
 
 
Denomination 
 
Needs of PVP Offices 
 
12. The WG-ISC agreed to await for the outcome of the work by the Working Group on Variety 
Denominations (WG-DEN) before further discussions concerning variety denominations. 
 

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10 
 
13. The WG-ISC agreed that consideration of a preliminary observation office would not be a priority. 
 
 
Cooperation in administrative matters 
 
Needs of PVP Offices 
 
14. With regard to “(i) a means of mutually recognizing documents produced by other members of the 
Union, e.g. a digital signature”, the WG-ISC agreed to organize presentations at its third meeting by 
members of the WG-ISC on ways to mutually recognize documents. 
 
15. With regard to “(ii) a mechanism to receive payments for the take-over of DUS reports from other 
members of the Union”, the WG-ISC noted that some members of the Union, including Australia, Canada 
and Japan, did not charge for the take-over of DUS reports. 
 

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10 
 
16. The WG-ISC noted that there were some concerns with regard to Issue 24 but agreed to retain the 
issue for the time being, on the basis that it would not be a priority. 
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Facilitating applications 
 
Needs of PVP Offices 
 
17. The WG-ISC agreed with the “Needs of PVP Offices” identified in document UPOV/WG-ISC/2/2, 
Annex I. 
 

Relevant issues in document CC/92/10 
 
18. The WG-ISC noted that Issue 19 would imply substantial new work for the Office of the Union and 
agreed that it would not be appropriate to consider that issue. 
 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
19. The WG-ISC agreed that its third meeting should focus on the presentation of information on the 
current situation within UPOV and within individual members of the Union participating in the WG-ISC in 
relation to the items identified above, with a view to facilitating consideration of substantial matters at its 
fourth meeting. 
 
 
DATE AND PROGRAM OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
20. The WG-ISC, with the agreement of the Chair of the Administrative and Legal Committee, agreed to 
propose that the next meeting of the WG-ISC (WG-ISC/3) be held in Geneva on the afternoon of 
October 24, 2017. 
 
 21. This report was adopted by correspondence. 
 
 
 

[Annex follows] 
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LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS / LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / 
TEILNEHMERLISTE / LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES 

 
(dans l’ordre alphabétique des noms français des membres /  

in the alphabetical order of the French names of the Members /  
in alphabetischer Reihenfolge der französischen Namen der Mitglieder /  

por orden alfabético de los nombres en francés de los miembros) 

I. MEMBRES / MEMBERS / VERBANDSMITGLIEDER / MIEMBROS 

ALLEMAGNE / GERMANY / DEUTSCHLAND / ALEMANIA 

Udo VON KRÖCHER, Präsident, Bundessortenamt, Hanover   
(e-mail: Postfach.Praesident@bundessortenamt.de)  
Barbara SOHNEMANN (Frau), Justiziarin, Leiterin, Rechtsangelegenheiten, Sortenverwaltung, Gebühren, 
Bundessortenamt, Hanover   
(e-mail: barbara.sohnemann@bundessortenamt.de)  

ARGENTINE / ARGENTINA / ARGENTINIEN / ARGENTINA 

Raimundo LAVIGNOLLE, Presidente del Directorio, Instituto Nacional de Semillas (INASE),  
Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca, Ministerio de Economía, Buenos Aires   
(e-mail: rlavignolle@inase.gov.ar)  
María Laura VILLAMAYOR (Sra.), Abogada, Unidad Presidencia, Instituto Nacional de Semillas (INASE), 
Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca, Ministerio de Economía, Buenos Aires   
(e-mail: mlvillamayor@inase.gov.ar)  
María Inés RODRIGUEZ (Sra.), Consejera, Misión Permanente de la República Argentina, Ginebra  
(e-mail: mariaines.rodriguez@missionarg.ch) 

AUSTRALIE / AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIEN / AUSTRALIA 

Nik HULSE, Chief of Plant Breeders' Rights, Plant Breeder's Rights Office, IP Australia, Woden  
(e-mail: nik.hulse@ipaustralia.gov.au)  
Tanvir HOSSAIN, Senior Examiner, Plant Breeder's Rights Office, IP Australia, Woden  
(e-mail: tanvir.hossain@ipaustralia.gov.au)  

BÉLARUS / BELARUS / BELARUS / BELARÚS 

Uladzimir BEINIA, Director, State Inspection for Testing and Protection of Plant Varieties, Minsk   
(e-mail: belsort@mail.ru)  
Tatsiana SIAMASHKA (Mrs.), Deputy Director of DUS Testing, State Inspection for Testing and Protection of 
Plant Varieties, Minsk   
(e-mail: tatianasortr@mail.ru)  
Maryna SALADUKHA (Ms.), Head, International Cooperation Department, State Inspection for Testing and 
Protection of Plant Varieties, Minsk   
(e-mail: belsort@mail.ru)  

BOLIVIE (ÉTAT PLURINATIONAL DE) / BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) /  
BOLIVIEN (PLURINATIONALER STAAT) / BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE) 

Luis Fernando ROSALES LOZADA, Primer Secretario, Misión Permanente, Ginebra 
(e-mail: fernando.rosales@mission-bolivia.ch) 

BRÉSIL / BRAZIL / BRASILIEN / BRASIL 

Cauê OLIVEIRA FANHA, Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
(e-mail: caue.fanha@itamaraty.gov.br) 
Ricardo ZANATTA MACHADO, Fiscal Federal Agropecuário, Coordinador do SNPC, Serviço Nacional de 
Proteção de Cultivares (SNPC), Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuária e Abastecimento, Brasilia , D.F.  
(e-mail: ricardo.machado@agricultura.gov.br)  
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Samo Sergio GONÇALVES, Diplomate, Permanent Mission of Brazil, Geneva 
(e-mail: samogoncalves@gmail.com) 
Rosana DE LIMA BEZERRA (Ms.), Trainee, Permanent Mission of Brazil, Geneva 
(e-mail: rosana.bezerra@itamaraty.gov.br) 

CANADA / CANADA / KANADA / CANADÁ 

Anthony PARKER, Commissioner, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), 
Ottawa  
(e-mail: anthony.parker@inspection.gc.ca)  
Marc DE WIT, Examiner, Plant Breeders' Rights Office, Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), Ottawa  
(e-mail: Marc.deWit@inspection.gc.ca)  

CHILI / CHILE / CHILE / CHILE 

Natalia SOTOMAYOR CABRERA (Sra.), Abogado, Departamento de Asesoría Jurídica, Oficina de Estudios 
y Politicas Agrarias (ODEPA), Santiago de Chile   
(e-mail: nsotomayor@odepa.gob.cl)  
Alvaro ULLOA, Encargado Área Frutales, Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero, Ministerio de Agricultura, Santiago 
de Chile   
(e-mail: alvaro.ulloa@sag.gob.cl)  
Marcela PAIVA VÉLIZ (Ms.), Counselor, Misión Permanente de Chile, Ginebra 
(e-mail: mpaiva@minrel.gov.cl) 

CHINE / CHINA / CHINA / CHINA 

Wenjun CHEN, Project Officer, State Intellectual Property Office, Beijing  
(e-mail: chenwenjun@sipo.gov.cn)  
Chao DENG, Principal Staff Member, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture, Beijing   
(e-mail: dengchaowin@sina.com)  
Faji HUANG, Officer, Office for the Protection of New Plant Varieties, State Forestry Administration, Beijing   
(e-mail: huangfaji@sina.com)  

COLOMBIE / COLOMBIA / KOLUMBIEN / COLOMBIA 

Ana Luisa DÍAZ JIMÉNEZ (Sra.), Directora, Dirección Técnica de Semillas, Instituto Colombiano 
Agropecuario (ICA), Bogotá D.C.  
(e-mail: analuisadiazj@gmail.com)  
Juan Camilo SARETZKI-FORERO, Consejero, Misión Permanente, Ginebra   
(e-mail: juan.saretzki@misioncolombia.ch)  

DANEMARK / DENMARK / DÄNEMARK / DINAMARCA 

Gerhard DENEKEN, Director, Tystofte Foundation, Skaelskoer   
(e-mail: gde@tystofte.dk)  

EQUATEUR / ECUADOR / ECUADOR / ECUADOR 
Ñusta MALDONADO (Sra.), Tercera Secretaria, Misión Permanente ante la Organización Mundial del 
Comercio (OMC), Ginebra 
(e-mail: nmaldonado@cancilleria.gob.ec) 

ESTONIE / ESTONIA / ESTLAND / ESTONIA 

Laima PUUR (Ms.), Head, Variety Department, Estonian Agricultural Board, Viljandi   
(e-mail: laima.puur@pma.agri.ee)  
Kristiina DIGRYTE (Ms.), Adviser, Plant Health Department, Tallinn   
(e-mail: kristiina.digryte@agri.ee)  
Renata TSATURJAN (Ms.), Chief Specialist, Plant Production Bureau, Ministry of Rural Affairs, Tallinn   
(e-mail: renata.tsaturjan@agri.ee)  
Evelin SIMER (Ms.), Councelor, Permanent Mission, Geneva 
(e-mail: evelin.simer@mfa.ee) 
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ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE / UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / VEREINIGTE STAATEN VON AMERIKA /  
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

Kitisri SUKHAPINDA (Ms.), Patent Attorney, Office of Policy and International Affairs, United States Patent 
and Trademark Office (USPTO), Department of Commerce, Department of Commerce, Alexandria  
(e-mail: kitisri.sukhapinda@uspto.gov)  
Elaine WU (Ms.), Attorney - Advisor, United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), Department of 
Commerce, Alexandria   
(e-mail: elaine.wu@uspto.gov)  
Ruihong GUO (Ms.), Deputy Administrator, AMS, Science & Technology Program, United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA), Washington D.C.   
(e-mail: ruihong.guo@ams.usda.gov)  
Yasmine Nicole FULENA (Mme), Intellectual Property Assistant, Permanent Mission, Geneva   
(e-mail: fulenayn@state.gov)  

FRANCE / FRANCE / FRANKREICH / FRANCIA 

Richard BRAND, DUS Coordination, Groupe d'étude et de contrôle des variétés et des semences (GEVES), 
Le Thor  
(e-mail: richard.brand@geves.fr)  
Yvane MERESSE (Mme), Responsable juridique / Legal Expert, Groupe d'Etude et de Contrôle des Variétés 
et des Semences (GEVES), Beaucouzé  
(e-mail: yvane.meresse@geves.fr)  

HONGRIE / HUNGARY / UNGARN / HUNGRÍA 

Szabolcs FARKAS, Vice-President for Technical Affairs, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office, Budapest   
(e-mail: szabolcs.farkas@hipo.gov.hu)  
Katalin MIKLÓ (Ms.), Deputy Head, Patent Department, Hungarian Intellectual Property Office, Budapest   
(e-mail: katalin.miklo@hipo.gov.hu)  

ISRAËL / ISRAEL / ISRAEL / ISRAEL 

Dikla DABBY-NAOR (Ms.), Chairperson, Plant Breeders' Rights Council, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Beit-Dagan  
(e-mail: diklad@moag.gov.il)  

JAPON / JAPAN / JAPAN / JAPÓN 

Katsumi YAMAGUCHI, Director, Plant Variety Protection Office, Intellectual Property Division, Food Industry 
Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo   
(e-mail: katsumi_yamaguchi130@maff.go.jp)  
Kenji NUMAGUCHI, Chief Examiner, Plant Variety Protection Office, Intellectual Property Division, Food 
Industry Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Tokyo   
(e-mail: kenji_numaguchi760@maff.go.jp)  

NORVÈGE / NORWAY / NORWEGEN / NORUEGA 

Tor Erik JØRGENSEN, Head of Section, National Approvals, Norwegian Food Safety Authority, Brumunddal   
(e-mail: tor.erik.jorgensen@mattilsynet.no)  
Marianne SMITH (Ms.), Senior Advisor, Norwegian Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Oslo   
(e-mail: marianne.smith@lmd.dep.no)  
Elin Cecilie RANUM (Ms.), Advisor, Oslo   
(e-mail: elin@utviklingsfondet.no)  

NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE / NEW ZEALAND / NEUSEELAND / NUEVA ZELANDIA 

Christopher J. BARNABY, Assistant Commissioner / Principal Examiner for Plant Variety Rights, Plant 
Variety Rights Office, Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand, Intellectual Property Office of New 
Zealand, Plant Variety Rights, Ministry of Economic Development, Christchurch  
(e-mail: Chris.Barnaby@pvr.govt.nz)  
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OMAN / OMAN / OMAN / OMÁN 

Ali AL LAWATI, Plant Genetic Resources Expert, Oman Animal and Plant Genetic Resources Center, The 
Research Council, Muscat   
(e-mail: ali.allawati@trc.gov.om)  

ORGANISATION AFRICAINE DE LA PROPRIÉTÉ INTELLECTUELLE /  
OAPI - AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION /  
AFRIKANISCHE ORGANISATION FÜR GEISTIGES EIGENTUM /  
ORGANIZACIÓN AFRICANA DE LA PROPIEDAD INTELECTUAL 

Dosso MÉMASSI, Directeur, Département de la protection de la propriété industrielle,  
Organisation africaine de la propriété intellectuelle (OAPI), Yaoundé   
(e-mail: dossomemassi@gmail.com)  
Vladimir Ludovic MEZUI ONO, Examinateur Brevet chimie, Organisation africaine de la propriété 
intellectuelle (OAPI), Yaoundé   
(e-mail: mezuiono@hotmail.com)  

PANAMA / PANAMA / PANAMA / PANAMÁ 

Rafael Ernesto MONTERREY GONZÁLEZ, Jefe del Departamento de Variedades Vegetales, Dirección 
General del Registro de la Propiedad Intelectual, Ministerio de Comercio e Industrias, Dirección General del 
Registro de la Propiedad Industrial, Ciudad de Panamá  
(e-mail: rmonterrey@mici.gob.pa) 

PARAGUAY / PARAGUAY / PARAGUAY / PARAGUAY 

Nidia Concepción TALAVERA GODOY (Sra.), Directora, Dirección de Semillas, Servicio Nacional de 
Calidad y Sanidad Vegetal y de Semillas (SENAVE), San Lorenzo  
(e-mail: nidia.talavera@senave.gov.py) 

PAYS-BAS / NETHERLANDS / NIEDERLANDE / PAÍSES BAJOS 

Marien VALSTAR, Senior Policy Officer, Seeds and Plant Propagation Material, Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
DG AGRO & NATURE, The Hague   
(e-mail: m.valstar@minez.nl)  
Kees Jan GROENEWOUD, Secretary, Dutch Board for Plant Variety (Raad voor Plantenrassen), 
Naktuinbouw, Roelofarendsveen   
(e-mail: c.j.a.groenewoud@naktuinbouw.nl)  
Kees VAN ETTEKOVEN, Senior PVP Policy Advisor, Naktuinbouw NL, Roelofarendsveen   
(e-mail: c.v.ettekoven@naktuinbouw.nl)  

RÉPUBLIQUE DE MOLDOVA / REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA / REPUBLIK MOLDAU /  
REPÚBLICA DE MOLDOVA 

Mihail MACHIDON, Chairman, State Commission for Crops Variety Testing and Registration (SCCVTR), 
Chisinau   
(e-mail: info@cstsp.md)  

RÉPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE / DOMINICAN REPUBLIC / DOMINIKANISCHE REPUBLIK /  
REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA 

Rafael COLON NUNEZ, Enc. Producción, BIO-ARROZ, Ministerio de Agricultura, Santo Domingo  
(e-mail: ing.rafaelcolon@hotmail.com)   
Antonio FERNÁNDEZ ACOSTA, Inspector de certificación de semilla, BIO-ARROZ, Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Santo Domingo  
(e-mail: ing-antoniofedez-08@hotmail.com)  

ROYAUME-UNI / UNITED KINGDOM / VEREINIGTES KÖNIGREICH / REINO UNIDO 

Andrew MITCHELL, Head of Varieties and Seeds, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA), Cambridge  
(e-mail: andrew.mitchell@defra.gsi.gov.uk)  
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SLOVAQUIE / SLOVAKIA / SLOWAKEI / ESLOVAQUIA 

Bronislava BÁTOROVÁ (Ms.), National Coordinator for the Cooperation of the Slovak Republic with UPOV/ 
Senior Officer, Department of Variety Testing, Central Controlling and Testing Institute in Agriculture 
(ÚKSÚP), Nitra   
(e-mail: bronislava.batorova@uksup.sk)  
Ľuba GASPAROVÁ (Ms.), Senior Officer, Deputy of the National Coordinator for the Cooperation of the 
Slovak Republic with UPOV, Central Controlling and Testing Institute in Agriculture (UKSUP), Bratislava   
(e-mail: Luba.Gasparova@uksup.sk)  

SUÈDE / SWEDEN / SCHWEDEN / SUECIA 

Olof JOHANSSON, Head, Plant and Environment Department, Swedish Board of Agriculture, Jönköping   
(e-mail: olof.johansson@jordbruksverket.se)  

SUISSE / SWITZERLAND / SCHWEIZ / SUIZA 

Manuela BRAND (Ms.), Plant Variety Rights Office, Plant Health and Varieties, Office fédéral de l'agriculture 
(OFAG), Bern   
(e-mail: manuela.brand@blw.admin.ch)  

TURQUIE / TURKEY / TÜRKEI / TURQUÍA 

Mehmet ÇAKMAK, PBR Expert, Seed Department, General Directorate of Plant Production, Ministry of 
Food, Agriculture and Livestock, Ankara, Turkey 
E-mail:  mehmet.cakmak@tarim.gov.tr 
Mehmet SIĞIRCI,Head, Seed Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Ankara, Turkey 
E-mail:  mehmet.sigirci@tarim.gov.tr 

UNION EUROPÉENNE / EUROPEAN UNION / EUROPÄISCHE UNION / UNIÓN EUROPEA 

Bronislava BÁTOROVÁ (Ms.), National Coordinator for the Cooperation of the Slovak Republic with UPOV/ 
Senior Officer, Department of Variety Testing, Central Controlling and Testing Institute in Agriculture 
(ÚKSÚP), Nitra   
(e-mail: bronislava.batorova@uksup.sk)  
Päivi MANNERKORPI (Ms.), Team Leader - Unit G1, Plant Reproductive Material, Directorate General for 
Health and Food Safety (DG SANCO), European Commission, Bruxelles   
(e-mail: paivi.mannerkorpi@ec.europa.eu)  
Martin EKVAD, President, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO), Angers  
(e-mail: ekvad@cpvo.europa.eu)  
Dirk THEOBALD, Head of the Technical Unit, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO), Angers  
(e-mail: theobald@cpvo.europa.eu)  
Jean MAISON, Deputy Head, Technical Unit, Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO), Angers  
(e-mail: maison@cpvo.europa.eu) 

III. BUREAU / OFFICER / VORSITZ / OFICINA 

Peter BUTTON, Chair 

IV. BUREAU DE L’UPOV / OFFICE OF UPOV / BÜRO DER UPOV / OFICINA DE LA UPOV 

Peter BUTTON, Vice Secretary-General 
Yolanda HUERTA (Ms.), Legal Counsel 
Tomochika MOTOMURA, Technical/Regional Officer (Asia) 
Ben RIVOIRE, Technical/Regional Officer (Africa, Arab countries) 
Leontino TAVEIRA, Technical/Regional Officer (Latin America, Caribbean countries) 
Ariane BESSE (Ms.), Administrative Assistant 
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